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political processes of the Madras Presidency take place within
her walls, and, generally, she believes herself to be a city of
no meagre importance. Her culture is Dravidian, and most
of her Hindu temples are of the imposing saddleback design.
Madrassis are delightful people. I think I like them better
than any other class in India. They are not so clever as the
Bengalis, but they are more virile in speech and manner.
While they are never rude, they are seldom servile, and they
have an abounding respect for British military history.
Whether that respect would have been so abounding had
not the British beat the French it is not easy to say. But even
Shakespeare's fame depends on the fact that he was Shakespeare.
Madras typifies the south of British India, just as Calcutta
typifies the east, Bombay the west, and Delhi the north or
Mogul British India. The population of Madras is nearly
600,000, and its corporation is the oldest in India. The
original "black town" was renamed Georgetown in 1906 on
the occasion of the royal visit.
Benares
If Delhi is holy to the Mohammedans, Benares is holy to the
Hindus. It is a city of the temple and bathingxghat. There
are mosques, too, but they are like gulls at a crow's wedding.
The atmosphere is against them. Benares is Hindu from
plinth to abacus, or, rather, from the Golden Temple to the
Panch-Kos Road. Out of every corner of Hindustan come
those who desire healing and blessing. The city swarms with
pilgrims and priests. It is built by the sacred River Ganges
in which to bathe is joy and freedom from sin. The temple
spires are a forest; and, like all temples m all Indian cities,
they have apparently grown like wild roses on an escarpment.
There does not seem to be any reason either for their position
or their alignment. They are there, and Benares has to adapt
herself accordingly. Benares, indeed, is a picturesque con^
fusion. Her houses face in all directions and regulation in
architecture is as foreign to her as the feet of Gamaliel